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	In 1995, the Buddy Pelletier Surfing Scholarship Foundation was started in memory of Buddy Pelletier. He was a former top ranked surfer with the APS in the 1980's. Throughout his career, he was featured in many surfing publications, such as; Surfer Magazine, U.S. Surf, and Surfing. He also received an Act of Heroism award for saving the lives of 2 children during the Cocoa Beach Surfing Festival, where he won the Professional Division.

Buddy retired to Puerto Rico and had the time of his life. A natural switch foot, he had a left break in his front yard that pumped year round. When Longboards came back into fashion and a competitive circuit got under way, he decided to see if those old bones still had it. And yes, did they ever. He won the Puerto Rican National Longboard Championship 3 times and decided to spread his wings. 
Buddy came back to the states due to his Mothers terminal illness from Cancer. He put his career on hold and took care of her until her final days. After she passed away, Buddy showed a renewed vigor on his Board, as if realizing life was short. He enjoyed a rebirth, and did very well on the pro tour. His last professional appearance was at the Ocean Pacific Longboard Invitational in Hawaii. Shortly after returning home, he underwent surgery and cancer was discovered. Buddy wasted no time in gathering those he loved close to him. His family had long been concerned about his choice of careers, but when we saw the brotherhood and the family he had gathered over the years, our fears were gone. 
At that time there was an annual surf contest in our area, Sweet Willy's Pro-Am. During that event, there was a spontaneous outpouring of support from Buddy's surfing brothers. With little or no notice, teams bid against teams, contestants against contestants, and in an afternoon over $2000.00 had been raised for Buddy to use as he wished. When he was given this money and told of how it happened, he had a purpose and a plan. We spent many hours with Buddy as he planned out this Foundation. From who would sit on the Board, to who would be eligible to apply. He also wanted it to be a Humanitarian Aid Foundation, in case another Surfer found himself in Buddy's shoes. Those of you who knew Buddy, knew how driven and focused he could be, this was exactly what he needed.
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Some of his final thoughts were of the Foundation and the good it could do. We gave him a Waterman's Service on the Outer Banks. There were many happy memories there for him. It was the most moving thing I have ever witnessed in my life. When the surfers, in a circle, released his ashes and put a lei in the water, then splashed and made happy sounds to speed his journey into the next adventure, I have never felt more serene. 
 

 
	 

 

	Excerpts from various Surfing Publications
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* Pelletier is the Southern Gentleman of the circuit, always seeming to just cruise along. But when the waves are big, or when they are small and he whips out that Longboard, beware! 

* Probably one of the most versatile and complete surfers of all time, frontside right or left, backside right or left, Longboard, short board, huge waves, small waves,....nothing seems to stop him or alter his flow. He knows in advance who he's going to surf against and what he will need to do. When he's on..and he knows it..he's rarely stopped. 

* Pelletier wins year after year because he is super consistent. His switchfoot ability is especially advantageous for extra points. This combined with his experience on the Longboard has given him an unbeatable style, which he combines with long rides to give him that extra advantage. The few points gained from this seem to push him over the edge consistently.

* Style is the essence of true surfing and Buddy Pelletier is the master of the art. Because form follows function, the beauty of the maneuver that Buddy accomplishes tends to belie its difficulty. An example: a sweeping cutback into a switch stance allows a transitional maneuver to be completed with a minimum of lost motion. Buddy communicates a feeling of enjoyment through his surfing that undoubtedly originates from the Longboard era.

* Buddy Pelletier is a symphony in motion. He is at home in both large and small surf. Rides everything, he could probably ride a 2x4 if it was planed down. Grace and style mark his riding abilities, with arching turns and long down-the-line rides. Switching stance in the middle of a turn and fin first take offs offer a clear picture of his Longboard heritage. Smooth, graceful rides combined with tricks insure a judge’s close attention to his ride.
	


